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Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 CARACA 04053 081830Z 

53 

ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026W 

114955 

O 081820Z APR 76 

FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2727 

CONFIDENTIAL CARACAS 4053 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, ASEC.VE 
SUBJ: NIEHOUS KIDNAPPING 

REF: (A) STATE 084721, (B) CARACAS 3919 

1 . I DISCUSSED PRIVATELY THE QUESTION TREATED IN REFTELS WITH 
COLEMAN THIS MORNING. I TOLD HIM THAT WE COULD NOT BE IN A 
POSITION OF TRANSMITTING MESSAGES FROM THE KIDNAPPERS UNLESS THESE 
WERE KNOWN TO THE GOV. COLEMAN SAID HE UNDERSTOOD COMPLETELY 
AND THAT HE WOULD ASSURE THAT NO SUCH REQUESTS WERE MADE OF US 

IN THE FUTURE. 

2. THE QUESTION OF WHETHER O-I SHOULD INFORM THE GOV OF THESE 
MESSAGES OR OF OTHER CONTACTS WE MAY BE UNAWARE OF IS EVIDENTLY 
THE SUBJECT OF INTERNAL COMPANY DEBATE. MY IMPRESSION IS THAT 
COLEMAN IS LEANING TOWARD A DECISION THAT AT LEAST FUTURE SUCH 
CONTACTS WILL HAVE TO BE COMMUNICATED TO THE GOV. I DID 
ASSURE HIM THAT, IN ANY CASE, THE MESSAGES WE CONVEYED WOULD BE 
KEPT IN THE STRICTIST CONFIDENCE. 

SHLAUDEMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: KIDNAPPING, NEGOTIATIONS, TERRORISTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 08 APR 1976 

Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976CARACA04053 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 33-0646 
From: CARACAS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760484/aaaactsm.tel 

Line Count: 47 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 1 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 76 STATE 84721 , 76 CARACAS 3919 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 JUL 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <01 NOV 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NIEHOUS KIDNAPPING 

TAGS: PINS, ASEC, VE, US, (NIEHOUS, WILLIAM F) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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